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Carl Webster, the hot kid of the marshals service, is polite, respects his elders, and can shoot a
man driving away in an Essex at four hundred yards. Carl works out of the Tulsa, Oklahoma,
federal courthouse in the 1930s, the period of America's most notorious bank robbers. Dillinger,
Baby Face Nelson, those guys.Carl wants to be America's most famous lawman. He shot his
first felon when he was fifteen years old. With a Winchester.Jack Belmont wants to rob banks,
become public enemy number one, and show his dad, an oil millionaire, he can make it on his
own.With tommy guns, hot cars, speakeasies, cops and robbers, and a former lawman who
believes in vigilante justice, all played out against the flapper period of gun molls and Prohibition,
The Hot Kid is Elmore Leonard -- the true master -- at his best.Performed by Arliss Howard

From Publishers WeeklyLeonard's (Get Shorty) 40th novel is a nearly flawless audio production.
Initially, Howard's lackadaisical meter and reading style comes off as flat and unenthused. But
as the flavor of the story steeps, his low-key, deliberate delivery sets the perfect pitch for
Leonard's stripped down dialogue. His slow cowpoke pace leaves plenty of space for the
nuance with which he breathes life into Leonard's characters. Everyone is tough, everyone is
cool, and nearly all speak in clipped Hemingway-like sentences. However, Howard carefully
assigns each character a specific voice, timber and speed, saving the most calm and cool for
Carlos "Carl" Webster, the young, quick-drawing U.S. marshal hero of the tale. The only thing
amiss with this package is the music that opens and closes each CD. This is a western tale of
shootouts, cattle rustlers and bank robbers. The swanky, sultry jazz music with lilting sax better
fits Chandler than L'Amour. Once past these spurious strains, however, the listener is in for a
satisfying earful.Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All
rights reserved.About the AuthorElmore Leonard wrote more than forty books during his long
career, including the bestsellers Raylan, Tishomingo Blues, Be Cool, Get Shorty, and Rum
Punch, as well as the acclaimed collection When the Women Come Out to Dance, which was a
New York Times Notable Book. Many of his books have been made into movies, including Get
Shorty and Out of Sight. The short story "Fire in the Hole," and three books, including Raylan,
were the basis for the FX hit show Justified. Leonard received the Lifetime Achievement Award
from PEN USA and the Grand Master Award from the Mystery Writers of America. He died in
2013.Versatile actor Arliss Howard has appeared in films by many renowned directors, including
Steven Spielberg, in Amistad and Jurassic Park: The Lost World; Stanley Kubrick, in Full Metal
Jacket; and Oliver Stone, in Natural Born Killers.From AudioFileArliss Howard offers a
straightforward reading of Leonard's latest, a foray into the 1930s' Wild West. The hot kid of the
title is a young U.S. marshal based in Tulsa, Oklahoma, who wants to become the most famous
lawman in America by nabbing gangsters--Dillinger, Pretty Boy Floyd, Bonnie and Clyde. The



gangsters, meanwhile, are striving to be number one on the FBI's "Most Wanted" list. This is
perfect territory for Leonard, who makes the most of the adventure. Howard adopts the tone of a
movie western, reminiscent of John Wayne or John Ford. It's gritty and direct, and it works. The
only difficulty is with the high number of quote attributions in Leonard's dialogue-driven book,
some of which Howard reads in the voice of the speaker, rather than the narrator. It can be
confusing. Otherwise, this is an entertaining listen. R.E.K. © AudioFile 2005, Portland, Maine--
Copyright © AudioFile, Portland, MaineRead more
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Wayne C. Rogers, “If I pull my weapon, I shoot to kill!!!!!. Elmore Leonard has been writing fiction
for well over forty years, turning out such successful novels as Out of Sight, Get Shorty, Be Cool,
Rum Punch, Stick, and 52 Pick-up. Many of his books have been turned into movies because
they're so visual, entertaining, and character driven. A reader seldom goes wrong with a novel
by this world famous author.Mr. Leonard's latest novel is The Hot Kid, which is another winner for
the writer who made Detroit more famous than the auto industry did. His newest endeavor takes
place in the mid-west during the Twenties and early Thirties. The title of the book could refer to
either Carlos (aka Carl) Webster, who grows up to be one of the top U.S. Marshals in Oklahoma,
or to Jack Belmont, who comes from a rich family and wants to be just like John Dillinger--the
country's greatest bank robber and Public Enemy Number One. Both men get set in their ways
at an early age. Carl's only fifteen when he witnesses a robbery and killing at a local drugstore
by an up-and-coming bank robber. A few months later, Carl has to shoot a rustler who's trying to
steal his cows. Jack Belmont's only eighteen when he tries to unsuccessfully blackmail his
millionaire father, threatening to tell his mother about dad's mistress. This isn't the first time
Jack's been in trouble with his family, either. A few years earlier, he tried to kill his little sister in
what was called a swimming pool accident. His father thought it was because the boy wasn't
getting the attention he desired, but it was more than that. Though Jack's a talker and can be
quite charming when he's in the mood, the guy's also a sociopath with no conscious about right
or wrong. This will eventually lead Jack on a path of petty crime, until he finally works his way up
to robbing banks and killing people. Carl Webster's the new kid on the block with the U.S.
Marshals, but quickly making a name for himself as an officer of the law who won't pull his
Colt .38, unless he intends to shoot to kill. This becomes Webster's motto after he kills several
culprits. The newspapers and magazines write stories about him, making the young man
famous as a quick-drawn, shoot-to-kill deputy Marshal. Of course, the paths of both Jack
Belmont and Carl Webster are intertwined and eventually there will be a final showdown
between the two young men. As a friend tells Belmont, "Carl Webster isn't the type of guy you
can take in a face-to-face confrontation. You want to wait till he's asleep, then fill him full of
lead." Unfortunately, Jack's never been one to take advice!The Hot Kid is smooth reading with
strong character development of all the main players. You'll find yourself living in the first half of
the century for a short while, not to mention laughing at loud at some of the wild antics that go on
between the different characters in the book. The women here are just as tough as the men
when it comes to shooting and sex, and both of the lead male characters sure love the ladies.
The thing with Jack Belmont is that you can't help but like him even though he's a cold-hearted
murderer. That's what attracts the women to him. The guy does have charm. It's Carl Webster,
however, who steals the show by always remaining calm and polite under the most stressful
conditions, then shooting to kill like a sheriff out of the Old West. Few authors can put together a
novel that's filled with so much fun as well as Elmore Leonard, and I always find it to be an



extreme pleasure whenever a new book by him hits the market. I've been reading Leonard's
fiction for over twenty years, and I hope to God he'll still be writing for at least another decade. In
my opinion, Elmore Leonard is one of our country's national treasures and shouldn't be missed
under any circumstances!  Highly recommended.”

Ravzender, “A fast-paced story through 1920s Oklahoma. Meet Carlos Webster, a 15-year-old
boy in 1920s Oklahoma. He witnesses a robbery and death at a local market while getting ice
cream. That sets him up to be a lawman. He's a perfect shot, also. When he joins the US
Marshals, he changes his name to Carl. Throughout the rest of the story, Carl is primarily
chasing Jack Belmont, the son of a Tulsa oil tycoon, and not the brightest criminal of all time. But
that is a staple of Elmore Leonard.It's a fast-paced story with gun molls and magazine writers all
trying to get a piece of the action.”

mrliteral, “Vintage Leonard. The joke is that those who can't do, teach, but Elmore Leonard
disproves that. His rules for writing are readily available on the Internet and they aren't just
advice: he also follows his own rules. Rules such as only using "said" in dialogue to avoid
distracting the reader with unnecessary words like "exclaimed", "commented" or "remarked".
Then there is probably his most well-known rule, to not write the things people skip over; in other
words, keep the description to the minimum and focus on the dialogue and action. While it is
quite possible to write a good book while defying these rules, Leonard shows that sticking to
them works quite nicely as well.Such is the case with The Hot Kid. The title character is Carl
Webster, son of Virgil Webster (from the earlier Leonard book, Cuba Libre. After killing a cattle
thief as a teenager in 1920s Oklahoma, Carl is motivated to become a U.S. Marshal to capture
fugitives. From the start, he is very good at his job, getting involved in dramatic shootouts and
capturing notorious outlaws.Paralleling Carl's life is Jack Belmont. Like Carl, Jack is a son of a
wealthy man, but where Carl is essentially noble, Jack is a sociopath whose behavior is getting
more and more erratic. His crimes will put the two of them on intertwining paths that can lead
only to one place, a final showdown.As is typical of a Leonard book, plot is almost secondary.
What he is more interested in are characters and dialogue. Unlike some authors who seem to
feel that every bit of conversation must be linked directly to the story, Leonard goes for
something more realistic, using speech to reveal elements of the character. Also, as in most
Leonard books, there are few master criminals; Belmont and the other crooks often bumble
around; they're dangerous, but they're no geniuses. In other words, they're human.I've always
considered Elmore Leonard books to be a real treat, and The Hot Kid continues his own string of
quality books. To read one of the true masters of the crime novel, you can't go wrong with
Leonard in general or The Hot Kid specifically.”

Eddie Smyth. Author of The Revenge of the Stoned Rats: The novel previously known as 'The
Prince', “Different, authentic and thoroughly enjoyable.. Finding myself between books, and after



watching a TV episode of the series Get Shorty, I noticed that it was from the novel by an Elmore
Leonard. I didn’t think I’d heard of him! So, I checked it out, bought the book and took, I suppose,
the obvious path then of following it up with Rum Punch, the source of the film Jackie Brown.
Crime Fiction, if that’s what it’s called, wouldn’t be my usual choice of reading but I really enjoyed
both, and was pleased then to discover that Elmore Leonard has written a lot of books. I’ve just
finished The Hot Kid, and for me, it was the best so far.The unusual style made me feel at times
as if I was reading newspaper reports rather than a novel, but, in that sense, I felt it doing no
harm but, in fact, added to its authenticity. I was, indeed, a visitor to the 1920s and 30s. A world
of banks ripe for the picking, prohibition-breaking speakeasys, corrupt and gangster-controlled
police forces, heartless murderers boastful of kill counts, those, ostensibly, on the side of law
and order, the same. Death, seemingly, seen often by both sides as no more than an
occupational hazard. An intrepid journalist, totally careless of his own personal safety, always
seeking to be at the heart of the action, however dangerous, at the glorious prospect of a great
story.Public Enemy Number One, the title to be aimed for. Notorious criminals often referenced,
John Dlllinger revered, and Baby Face Nelson held in the highest esteem; widely known for his
generosity to family and friends. A latter-day Robin Hood? Some, though, jealously derided by
their peers. Machine Gun Kelly and Bonnie and Clyde considered as lower division! The Hot Kid
was different and thoroughly enjoyable, the books of Elmore Leonard are, for now, my default
option.”

Graham G Grant, “Gun molls and lost souls. The Hot Kid is Carl Webster, a lawman on the trail
of bank robbers, hoodlums and their accomplices. This is Prohibition-era America. There are
gangsters galore. Carl is cool, calm and composed - ice-cold in the face of danger. His nemesis -
or one of them - is the twisted son of a wealthy oilman. This is a fantastic rollercoaster ride,
compelling and propulsive from page one. Read it now!”

Ebook Library Reader, “Crime and Passion in Dustbowl America. Another Elmore Leonard
classic, this time during Prohibition in the sunbelt. The gun-slinging hot kid from the Marshall's
office and his wise old dad, veteran of the Spanish war in Cuba enact a morality and lifestyle
probably not accessible by most people during Depression USA. Yet this sets the scene for an
exciting and vicarious description of bad guys and many others living on the fringe of crime.
What sets Leonard's romps apart is his unnerving eye for atmosphere and dastardly engaging
images of women (lethal ones at that), bankrobbers, "gun moles", the Triple K and US marshalls.
But above all, translating his urban argot and inferring regional characterizations from speech
patterns and slang transports us spectators to a new level.”

Bern, “Another Good Book From Elroy. It's written and flows like a 1920's gangster movie. You
can imagine Carl the Deputy US Marshal hero would be played by a young Klint Eastward.
Leonard is well known to have spent a lot of effort in research to ensure the authenticity of his



books. You can see the ingrained attitude to racism, the lack of value of life, especially non-
whites and criminals displayed in the book, reflected in today's problems.”

The book by Elmore Leonard has a rating of  5 out of 4.3. 474 people have provided feedback.

 Front Cover Copyright First Pages Back Cover Surprise Me!



Language: English
Paperback: 202 pages
Item Weight: 7.6 ounces
Dimensions: 5.25 x 1 x 6 inches
Hardcover: 24 pages
Reading age: 2 - 5 years
Audio CD: 24 pages
File size: 9923 KB
Simultaneous device usage: Unlimited
Text-to-Speech: Enabled
Screen Reader: Supported
Enhanced typesetting: Enabled
X-Ray: Not Enabled
Word Wise: Enabled
Sticky notes: On Kindle Scribe
Print length: 64 pages

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/d

